
Knowledge Is Endless… Soak It Up! 
One goal of my goals as an educators is to create a love for learning in my students to 

ensure that they want to continue their education. This does not mean they have to go to college, 
but rather that students understand the importance and value behind having and obtaining 
knowledge - understanding how this knowledge can help them in the future. To lead by example 
I have not stopped trying to learn. I started preschool at the age of four, graduated high school at 
18, obtained a bachelor's degree at 22, earned my teaching certification at 26, took two years off 
formal education to learn about and experience the world of teaching, and will be completing my 
master’s degree at the age of 31. If we want others to follow us, leaders must lead by example. I 
believe that I live to experience knowledge and growth every day and I can look my students in 
the eye and tell them how learning can help make them be successful in life. While I currently do 
not have goals to further my education level to a PhD, I do have smaller goals where learning 
takes place, such as learning to successfully use a sewing machine to make my niece play 
clothes, learning to play the guitar as I absolutely love the sound, and learning how to become 
the best landlord I can be --- I’ve heard rental income can be amazing! My students can see that I 
am constantly trying to learn and better my life, and while this helps me personally, I hope even 
more that it helps motivate my students to better their own lives.  
 

Age 4 is when my formal education started, but I have to say that my love for learning 
must have began much sooner. My nickname is Bug. My sister will tell you it’s because I used to 
pick up rocks, find bugs, and eat them. While that may be true, it’s not the reason for my 
nickname. There is a one word explanation: why. Once I began speaking, my favorite word was 
“why”. I wanted to know and understand the world around me a little bit better. It’s comical how 
many family videos exist, and in each one you can find me, bugging all of the adults, asking the 
question “why,” trying to understand what was happening and in one example why zebras have 
stripes. The same question over and over again can be considered annoying, hence the nickname 
my father gave me, bug. I have never disliked my nickname, but rather have been proud every 
time I heard it. It’s a constant reminder of how learning is important, even if it can be annoying 
and difficult sometimes. 
 

Gaining my Master of Arts in Education from Michigan State University has been one of 
the proudest moments of my life for several reasons. First, because it makes my nickname giver, 
my father, extremely proud as I am third generation Spartan. Second, because no one else in my 
family has completed a master's degree. Third, because my students see me, see the value, see 
the hard work, and gain an appreciation of knowledge. Lastly, because this particular program 
allowed me to choose courses and focus areas, it allowed me to have a say in my learning. This 
resulted in personal success - I believe there is value and increased motivation when there is 
choice, connections, and when learning applies to a person's life. However this does not mean 
the process of gaining a masters has been flawless and perfect, rather it has been annoying and 

https://www.hillsdaleschools.org/
https://trine.edu/
https://www.arbor.edu/
https://msu.edu/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ITZ09CW/ref=asc_df_B00ITZ09CW5375609/?tag=hyprod-20&creative=395033&creativeASIN=B00ITZ09CW&linkCode=df0&hvadid=216539702338&hvpos=1o3&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6283185984438862845&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9017389&hvtargid=pla-350634072425
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/bug
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/why?s=t


difficult at times. I have spent many hours not playing with my dog, not going to sporting events, 
not hanging out with friends, because I had to stay home and read, make posts, process 
information, group chat, and complete writing and project assignments to turn in for my courses. 
Learning takes time and sometimes that can be frustrating. It can be easy to fail at education 
because it’s difficult, I’m am proud of myself for pushing through the challenges along the way. 
There is value in education, there is value in the process of learning. I found value in learning at 
Michigan State University through three impactful courses: CEP 820, CEP 817, and ED870.  
 

I think one of the most influential courses I enrolled in at Michigan State University was 
CEP 820 (Teaching Students Online). This course allowed the the opportunity to create a flipped 
class using materials that I currently use while teaching. When I could see that this class applied 
to my life I instantly was motivated to complete assignments and read more articles. This 
deepened my opinion of the classes I teach, my students need to understand how the knowledge I 
am teaching them applies to their life and how it can help them be successful later in life. I spent 
several hours developing a class on Weebly that allowed my students to learn background 
information about short stories during their own time, hopefully at home, so that time spent in 
class could be used to process, discuss, and check for understanding. Throughout this process I 
learned how much time, effort, and knowledge is needed in order to be a teacher of an online 
class. I originally thought that it would be easy but quickly learned that is not the case at all. 
Teaching online takes a lot of preparation, especially up front, in order to ensure success of the 
students. It also takes talent in developing communication and clear instructions. Many hours are 
spent communicating with students online, and can often lead to communication after regular 
school hours, depending on how accessible the teacher wants to be to his or her students. I think 
that this course allowed me to understand that you cannot just wing an online course but rather 
need to develop it with other teachers and you need to be very critical of each creation step to 
ensure maximum success for students. This course taught me patience for the design process and 
also patience for my students in their educational learning.  
 

Another influential course I took at Michigan State was CEP 817 (Learning Technology 
Through Design). I believe this course allowed me to reflect on what I’m doing in the classroom 
and what I should be doing in the classroom to help my students become successful. As an 
educator I know it can be easy to get stuck in modes of repeating our teaching strategies, but 
CEP 817 forced me to look at each student individually. I now have a deeper understanding of 
the importance of reviewing my teaching, adjusting my lessons, and building relationships with 
my students. My current generation of teachers needs to understand the best way to educate our 
students is to using a process of evaluation and reflection. Educators, including myself, need to 
step back from our daily routines and find our personal flaws as well as the flaws in the 
educational system. To help us with this process we need to understand and execute the 
processes of design thinking. Before taking CEP 817 I was not aware of design thinking. If I 

http://edutech.educ.msu.edu/programs/masters/courses/cep-820/
http://edutech.educ.msu.edu/programs/masters/courses/cep-817/
https://reg.msu.edu/Courses/Request.aspx?Term=1144&SubjectCode=ED&CourseNumber=870#Results
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flipped_classroom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flipped_classroom
https://misswaidely.weebly.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/5-stages-in-the-design-thinking-process


noticed a problem in the classroom I would most likely blame my students for their lack of 
motivation to study, to interact, or to get good grades. I would see issues at the surface level 
blaming students for being lazy, but I was not fully understanding why students were lazy. I 
would not dive into my student’s busy lives to figure out why they did what they did in my 
classroom, I would just continue to be frustrated. I would research ways on the internet to solve 
their lack of motivation in the classroom as well as talk to other teachers to see how they were 
getting students to be actively involved in their lessons and content. This effort is better than not 
trying at all, but through CEP 817 I was able to dive into a new strategy called design thinking. 
This is a process to help people find solutions to problems, not only in the education world, but 
also in general, for example to develop the best possible product. Design thinking taught me to 
look deep into student actions, develop empathy, use resources around me to find answers, and to 
keep asking the question why in order to find the best solution or motivating factor. Through 
CEP 817 I learned many facts about design thinking and was able to walk through each stage, 
learning what was important to take away, and how I could use each stage to better my teaching 
and thinking processes.  
 

Even though I am still in the process of completing ED870 (Capstone Seminar) I truly 
believe this will be one of the most useful courses throughout my Master of Arts in Education at 
Michigan State University. I believe that I have spend hours reading, completing assignments 
and projects over the past three years, and I struggled to find meaningful artifacts to prove the 
knowledge I gained because my materials were not organized, until now. This course allowed me 
to create something to display all of my knowledge I’ve gained. It allowed me to process and 
think about how my time at MSU influenced my teaching and helped me to realize how much I 
have grown as a teacher. I have developed a website all about me for my students, parents, and 
administrators. While I’m not really trying to sell myself and I am currently in my dream job, I 
do love the opportunity to share with my students that I value education and that when I give 
them homework, I’ve had homework to do as well. Again, it’s the whole idea of leading by 
example. This course changed the way I see my responsibilities as a teacher. Often I see students 
come into my class, learn, leave, and forget. I hear from other teachers in my building who teach 
the next level English class say the students don’t know how to make a bibliography page or they 
don’t know how to develop an introduction to their paper. This is a struggle for me because I 
know that I have taught them these skills, and I’m not sure where theses skill went. So, I can see 
the importance for students to create a similar website throughout their time spent in classes at 
the high school level which could be turned into an exit portfolio when they graduate. This could 
be used for reference and personal growth, but also to help students get in to their dream 
college/university. Reflecting on your learning can create positive gains in education.  
 

These three courses have positively impacted me as a teacher. However, I believe I 
gained tips, ideas, strategies, lessons, talent, and practice from all of the courses I took at 



Michigan State University. Each one taught me sometime special I can implement into my 
teaching or my classroom. I've gained more patience for students who struggle with learning 
based on a deeper understanding for why they may have a difficult time. I've gained time 
management skills and an even deeper level of intrinsic motivation and discipline by completing 
a completely online program. I've gained practice with successfully using technology in the 
classroom with students and parents. I've gained an education. I am extremely proud to be able to 
say that I have earned a Master of Arts in Education from Michigan State University. I believe I 
am a role model for my students, I have shown them what it means to gain an education and how 
it can impact their lives. Education is the key to success, therefore students need to stay hungry 
for knowledge. Going through this program has allowed me to think about how I approach my 
job and how I see my responsibilities. I understand that it’s my job to help my students see value 
in their education, it’s my job to help students learn how to interact with technology 
appropriately, it’s my job to help these students develop a love for learning and knowledge. Go 
forth and learn! 


